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ADCA

UN Chinese L anguage Day 2021 - Session 2

Me eting Recording: http s://lunwomen.zo om.us/r ec/share/cDAaHXe303UnNgI0judp3vby8VFQi8DQF2sFL8
XQ6PCgAzvFreOhiodYwrdw7D78.vAnp_Ct pVDALN9Iz

Access Passcode: @c#=au9?

AsianLibrary of Leiden University
https://wmww .facebo ok.com /asianlibraryleiden/posts/4593278907366697

China.org.cn http://www.china.org.cn/arts/202104/22/content_7743126.htm
T * http://t.m.china.org.cn/convert/c_Ttf8UK55.html
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https://unwomen.zoom.us/rec/share/cDAaHXe3O3UnNgl0jUdp3vby8VFQi8DQF2sFL8XQ6PCgAzvFre0hiodYwrdw7D78.vAnp_CtpVDALh9Iz
https://unwomen.zoom.us/rec/share/cDAaHXe3O3UnNgl0jUdp3vby8VFQi8DQF2sFL8XQ6PCgAzvFre0hiodYwrdw7D78.vAnp_CtpVDALh9Iz
https://www.facebook.com/asianlibraryleiden/posts/4593278907366697
http://www.china.org.cn/arts/2021-04/22/content_77431226.htm
http://t.m.china.org.cn/convert/c_Ttf8Uk55.html
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FESFEXEISHA FRE—EENSINT. ATRIGEEXMAIEERESREXFR, BREEF
EFeSItEREXHZARREEHS (ADCA) , T4B208EKEE2021H 3 HEXGED HEIZR
B3 BESCHEE,

IHEEFRADCASKIE - /TANBSIERIA R B MM BHINA, HADCARISRIRAREXUAIRIEIRE
EEANNE MERESADCAREEFRESHNEB PN A FRESZRHETHRIHRRESRI .
SeETREMAERFRENRESENREBIIERE, LR FREBRAILE.

EXEE20219XH
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Global Addis Ababa Bangkok Beirut Geneva Nairobi New York Santiago Vienna
Field Missions

Xy, The
‘Z@E‘ UN Intranet | Global -

W iseek

United Nations Chinese Language Day 2021

Language Class/Lecture: Mysterious Dongba Script
B W/ HRNREREX

Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 11:30 AM EDT

Dongba Script - The Only Pictographs in the Modern World

* Overview: Noticeable Scripts at UNHQ Related World Heritage site:
* History and Status of Dongba Script Old Town of Lijiang

* Dongba Musical Interlude
* Teaching of Dongba Script

Speakers: ZHANG Xu Tayoulamu
HE Lijun Ahengdongta
Dr. Duncan POUPARD
Moderator: Dun XIAO

JOIN HERE
W Organizer: UNSRC Chinese Book Club PR R
R Co-Organizer: Beijing Association of Dongba {“ }
: Culture and Arts (ADCA) B AF ADCA
5
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United Nations
Chinese Language Day 2021

* Overview: Noticeable Scripts at UNHQ

* History and Status of Dongba Script

* Dongba Musical Interlude

* Teaching of Dongba Script

20 . T ADCA

United Nations Chinese Language Day 2021
UNSRC Chinese Book Club
EVENT 2

The Mysterious Dongba Script

MR REREX

1KG ap°

Zhang Xu Tayouamu

History and Present State of Dongba Script

Zhang Xu Tayoulamu

AT 3 he ADCAZ & i01¢h 3 Ca édGiuk X'

6
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Zhang Xu Tayouamu

Ruhanping village, Lijiang. Photos by Zhang Xu Tayoulamu (1990

< > - . 2 BN R,

I
Zhang Xu Tay odamu

Beijing Association of Dongb&ulture andArts
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ang Xu Tay oulamu

In the afterlife kingdom of the snowy mountain, honey will flow in
the river, lovers ride a red tiger, use spotted deer as oxen, and weave
cloth with white clouds and flowers. Photo by Lan Wei (1981)

en: 1981

Old Town of Lijiang, Yunnan

Zhang Xu Tayoudanw

s 4,
...‘. * ;! ;%-‘\i‘,

o

Photo by Bai Feng (1994)
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Dongba Shaman He Shicheng (1909-2003), reading a Dongba manuscripts
and conducting a ritual in Dandong Township, Lijiang
Photos by Bai Feng & Zhang Xu Tayoulamu (1990, 1994)
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3 —
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e BN o, S B e e i

Dongba Shamans leading the Sacrifice to the Wind Spirits ritual,
and chanting the song Lu Ban Lu Rao in Ruhanping village, Lijiang.
Photo by Zhang Xu Tayoulamu (1991)
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X Zhang Xu Tayoulamu

,

He Xiu Dongba (right) died in 1992, and He Shun Dongba (left) died in 2009.
They are local famous brothers, Dongba Masters in Tacheng Township, Lijiang

Photo by Zhang Xu Tayoulamu (1990)

ie 2y ACDT usmwe & d O71¢ A2 1990

Dongba shaman He Xuezeng
(d. 1996), master of divination,
In Shanglidou village, Daju, Lijiang
Dongba God father of Tayoulamu

Photos by Zhang Xu Tayoulamu
(1990-1993)

Dongba Shaman He Xuezeng and his
nephew dancing at the ritual in the village

25 ®| zysewC) u & A & O7¢ A 1990-1993
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Dongba Shamans holding the Sacrifice to the Wind Spirits.
Photo by Zhang Xu Tayoulamu (1991)

:" oA & 1 OT¢A: L & 19917

== Sacrifice
of the

The three oxen and one sheep are killed and laid in front of the
coffin as the Sacrifice of the Living. It is said that the souls of the
oxen and sheep will accompany the deceased into the next world.
Photo by Zhang Xu Tayoulamu (1930)

1 Ke eA & i O0T¢m: T 1T g8 € 19907
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ADCA 1

Zhang Xu Tayoulamu

Dongba He Zhiben (1928-2017)
worked with ADCA Research
Team, deciphered digital Dongba
manuscripts from BNF and EFEO.

Photo by Yu Hongchen (2009)
Zhang Xu Tayoulamu (2012)

ADCAp m T 10 @’ u | f o @Ecy 8

The ADCA team deciphered the
Dongba manuscripts with Dongba |
Shaman in Baidi village each year
and recorded the process.

Photos by He Shangli, Zhao Xiwei

=

ADCAp s T 186053C u 5f | fm e Y B
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A total of 598 Naxi Dongba manuscripts collected by Harvard-Yenching
Library, all of them have been digitized, and offered to the Chinese
National Social Science Foundation Key Project’s digital international
sharing platform of the Dongba manuscripts in 2016.

The British Library possess the 107 Dongba manuscript collections,
bound into a hardcover book and have been carefully repaired. Most of
the scriptures were collected in Lijiang in the 90s.

13
Beijing Association of Dongb&ulture andArts



The French National Library originally had 4 Dongba manuscript collections,
and the Library purchased another Dongba manuscript at the Paris auction in
2015. At present, there are a total of 5 manuscripts in the library.

BULAC collected a total of 23
Dongba manuscripts. From 2013

- to 2016, the library digitized them
three times, and then, sent them
to the ADCA project team by
network transmission.

During the academic cooperation between ADCA and Leiden University,
Zhang Xu Tayoulamu presented the catalog research on the Dongba
manuscript collections of the library in Leiden in 2019.

Dongba manuscript collections

Dongba ancient manuscripts collections of
in Swedish National Museums of World Culture

The University of Manchester, the John Rylands Library

In the library, there are some of the Dongba manuscript collections

Tibetan areas, and they are very rare, which is marked with Ti

phonetic transcription or annotation. Here is one of the most rel ; The museum collects 23 volumes of Dongba manuscripts including
scriptures to Tibetan culture discovered so far. an important manuscript The Origin of the World.

Tayoulamu R)F#

5f "EA-z2ed1  ¥WnegWw C3B WEfVYKkAp3sr CAB
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Dongba manuscript collections of the Library of Congres!

Zhang Xu Tayodamu

T g X Tayedam
: The 1164 volumes of

Dongba manuscripts
| collected by the Berlin

/| Library in Germany.

Zhang Xu Tayoulamu investigated
the Dongba manuscript collections
of the Berlin Library in 2014.

f+ fKgw QB
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Ecole Francaise d'Extréme Orient ( EFEO)
has a total of 50 Dongba manuscript collections  zwsxmwom

ADCA follows the advice of Naxiologist
Michael Oppitz, starts to form a united
pool of Naxi manuscripts.

Dr. Duncan Poupard translated the

i Dongba manuscript collections of the
Museum for the Naxi Calligraphy
Exhibition in the Museum in 2015.

Dwtl 4 KnapmL " e3r CQB
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Traditional ritual manuscripts:

Lvbber Ivssag (The Suicide Romance) £ =

&
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If it were not for the silver, there would be nothing to match gold with,
If it were not for the turquoise, coral could not be matched
If it were not for the pine ; there would be nothing to match the oak

If it were not for the vine, there would be nothing to wind around the tree...

dCI e 4 "~ QG 4

|
Nagabai

her = wind K,

#

xiul = cypress 34 |
,

o

ye goq = home R

~

VRCUAN
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1 (In the beginning...)

2 The stars shine bright in the sky

3 today they shine brightest

4 The grass grows green on the earth
5 Today it grows greenest

6 The sun comes from the left

7 Giving off its warmth

8 The moon comes from the right

9 Giving off its light...

R Y aCyad

ull HE Lijun/Ahengdongta

G2 e HK= dCO p Aarf

MEE, SKY <@>
o WAL, LEFT '
TREASURE ) | (=2 | LEI, MOON

LA, TIGER M DDIUQ, LAND

BIQ, SUN

HERQ, GREEN ‘3\ YIQ RIGHT

HoFung.Chan @
ll |

4 Duncan James...
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00:52:49 Xiaoman Zhang: Dear all, thank you so much for your particip ation
and support! Please note that the chatb  ox wil | be ena bled at the end of today's
session for the Q&A.

01:36:19 Yuanzhan: Chat box is now open for questions.

01:36:39 Benedicte: Thank you, it was wonderful!

01:36:45 Bart: Can you e xplain something about He D ongba's outfit?

01:37:14 Yuanzhan: We've already received a question from the floor: is there
any linguistic heritage in China fromthel  ost Roman Legion of 2000 years ago?

01:37.24 kdr ol dqgj 1{ &y \Greht&k!Tlgpnks!
01:38:31 ken: Isthe Naxilan guage being taught currently, to avo  idloss? s
that a type of pinyin that Mr. Poupard showed us? Also, there is a symbol that

looksliken 4 b 1 Z k d wedniag omikithjust a rebus?

01:38:33 Emmanuelle Laurent 4 . | think that the wrown is worn on ly for
certain kinds of dongba ritua Is, can you say anything about this ?

01:38:45 Emmanuelle Laurent . crown*

01:38:59 9283375001: Wonderful presentatio n! Thank you all Petra

01:39:09 YOU Botao: Is Dong balanaguage more closely relatd to T ibetan, or
to Chinese, or perhaps Burmese or T hai language? How many people in the

Dongba ethnic group still speak their native language?

01:39:40 Yuanzhan: A question from Lin Xu: is there any connection btw
Dongba cu Iture and Han cult ure in other parts of China ?

01:39:40 Shihana Mohamed: Great ev ent

01:40:01 CiciHu: does Naxi have any influence to ao

19
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01:40:25 liging: Do we know what is the proportion of rebus words in the
script?

01:41:20 Huilin OUYANG: Is this dance only perfo rmed on special occassions
or festivals?

01:43:20 ken: What a beautif ul painti ng behind Ms. Zhang! :)

01:43:37 Dun Xiao: A question: Where can | get more imformation about the
transcription and phonetics etc. of Dongba Script?

01:44:45 Ryosuke Ujihashi: | am interested how Naxi language express words

which does not have s hape such as "if", "hence", and how those words were
formed.

And also interested whether there is any similarity with chinese characters. ( N,
@ ?) It's not really a question but I'd apprec iate if you have a supplement
explanation.

01:47:25 9283375001: are all the ma nuscripts different or did the Dongba
make several copies of the same texts?

01:54:09 Benedicte: thank you so much

01:54:22 Duncan James POUPARD: thank you for listening
01:54:23 ken:  Thank you all for the fascinating presentations!!
01:54:44 Weihong Ni: A huge Thank You to all of you

01:54:46 Christine Han: This is absolutely amazing, thanks so much for the
great presentation

01:54:48 Michiko: Thank you so much for the wonderful event! Had to join

late because of a meeting, but glad to have made it - very informative lecture,
great to learn about Naxi language, and feel really privileged to see the dance

too! Thank you very much for the opportunity.

01:54:51 HoFung.Chan: thank you very much for this fascinating presentation!

01:54:53 Huilin OUYANG: Thanks for the wonderful presentations!!

01:55:04 Eleanor: Thank you everyone!

01:55:05 Jing.Peng: Thank you so much

20
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Ch ina .org.cn Ohis Site’ China Wiki GCity Guide  China Archives

Business Travel | Opinion | Photos [ERGTVR VIR EFVET-3N | RNE-TY

= FiE News = 455F Life = 3ZF Culture = BFTEE Top 10 = B A Official Papers = B Photos
WiE = #jE News >
2021 FBEEPXH: “BHNREIHESET

A 2021-04-23 L. ¥TEN [ E-mail

REFSH
Read in English
HFEM4B238 1 ERL22021 FHRESER X BiEN—HD, KEEFERS
SREIFEEXHNEREREHET4B20BHEEN T HHNEEHE, RE

NFRSAM—NEERNREXFBERA, HWRKEXHER=THRIEAXE
NAESREX PRI EEENZ—.

2003F, HAABRREREXFERNREGEFREHSEIBSCERAN
H (HFCIZE™) &R,

Dongba manuscript used in a ceremony

Photo by Zhang Xu Tayoulamu (1990)

HEHE: EREMAPERNRESHE, [IIRFREXHZARERH#S |E)]
IERFEXUZARRRIEHESSKKBELRIBE RNA T REXRIH LN
R, BEHEARARERBSNEEBPNARFEREERIPE (Duncan
Poupard) E+5KBERANMEFIERERRHBREERI . ZRKEEXH
ERBESEFERREIGSRKHETEER.

21
Beijing Association of Dongb&ulture andArts



‘%‘.(/{. 0 B v

ERFREXUZRRRERAZZ—TEATRH. FRiF. ARMHRNREXL
RIHEIAR, SRKERMNBAAEARE. “THNH, AERMZNEEREX
FHRREKRH—H, EORREERMNENOXL. SRERTEERE THRZE,
AABULEARNRRZME, BITFHE, BREHE, ARESRTESESENE
THIBNEEREXTF. RERMAXEHBNREREXFRET2AZE
29, HhARAF14001 815, SKESKHE,

FELEFRPE=SMIKABMANTBR=ARE, 8 (HRNERFR) (R
BF&) M (BEOEE) . ENARERFERRIE R T ARABLNGE
BANRRDHE, BRARFMRANXEIR, BREENFANMME. KER: MR
EREHREFEXBENHIER, ERMNTERELNIBRNG. (EH—HMRR
BNEBBERS, ERBRMNREAXARNEARENEZRBTHRREE, HF
AMEREPRIMALEFHRANTE,

ADCA Team worked with Xi Shanghong Dongba deciphering the
The Love Suicide Story collected by Library of Congress

HEEE: EREEXAZALRBASAMARAKESEE DA HABERE S EERN =
AELHT— (AFNEE) . HERFREXHZRERIEHE HE)

BEL, REFEHEFREER, FELRDEZHA. MISABRRE
X, EHMA. 4 PURZESERENRERNEERD. KER: “RELHELD
WERARDEINRZFERMNEET BN, RERKMNBEAEFAEIEEN, X—
AR FRAEENFHT.

— P ZLH], SEFERBPBOREXMMARS], FalSENmRRES
., BRIXELEAMR L EENERENEYERRE. Eit, tREEXHZAR
ERE#ASFIHBIERDAREAZIE, T2008FHAE T EIFRELHEARIR
@, B2013FFE, ERREXHZARREHRESIEREERRAZSEANN
B, ATERHESHNFESEATE, EHRSEHRXARNTT, AE2KE
EBENEMERZARNMAOMENT, HRAF, FoBTEENLTHRELTE
FRESHITHFARE, AMNGRESEXEEFRTHAXF, BHEE—T
FELBHFANEMRAZETS.

o)

22
Beijing Association of Dongb&ulture andArts



%.(K. 0 B v

KBRT: ‘MR ELFAANAELGEFRENMATHFLNIZE, EXMERAR
FRELHEBANAL., RERMNMRE, SMEHAZX—MHRICZES. ”

Bal, tRREXAZARRERHAZNSFNASETRE. EE. 6. &K
HRE=NRAEFEEBENEYE. IENGBEERENRESEFREFL
ERHETBYE, REHIERFEXNZRRREASHAANGXENFFRE
AR EERE, BFEFERINNERTEE, AMNEIMALZZRAECRE
TRIENEhRIE.

PENAREREZNPEDHEEEANIE, $5AE2RNARNNE, BE5
FERT T —EMINAREABREXEINGAEXF, ARARERERERK
MOHTIEERM. “MRIFMIDINER H#EA, (REEE—REXNEAL, tH
BHE. ENAAKREXT, "TELR, FAAXE—THIE S2RERE
KinFHstE, EREREXFEESE. ”

In 2016, ADCA Team
went to Shangri-La,
deciphered the
important Dongba
manuscripts,
collected by the
Prince dOrléans at
Yunnan in 1898.

H 0 & = JREE 2hB ZEEO S ACHHIGhTRRAZN % Y (F32) B3 tEIT1k0R4 1k MZo - 5E
HEHE: P=x, kB, REIJEHAPAAREHIEX (EE) BEEEF188FWENRELE

[HERFREX M ZAREREHRS HE]

EERABAZNFREERDR, ERFEXUZRRREHEKETIEESH
ZRERERENTIME FIERIE. N2 EREXMCRFNEREN, thEEH
FR—AEREERAPHNRRE. SEEMAETHNEREL XHNBIEAR AT
IR, EEEE, BANEEMRNESERNFHE, kIR ARAS

HRESE, RATAFRELREBEARS AXMERFNESER.

BKEEPX ARKSEMEET2010FR1L, EHEAMNZIBESHXXMASFN,
HRHERSEPFFERE TMEALA LEES. IR EHNRESCHERS| T
KEHRFE100S N RERIZEANBOIZTRAL.
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Hot Topics: - Tsinghua University stresses aesthetic education « Exploring ways to export Chinese culture

You are here: Arts > Top News >

Dongba script highlighted on UN's Chinese Language Day

China.org.cn, April 22, 2021 3 0 Comment(s) . Print [ E-mail

Adjust font size:

A one-hour language class on the Dongba script, one of the pictographic writing systems still in use
today, was held online on Tuesday as part of a series of events to mark the United Nations' annual

Chinese Language Day.
The lecture titled "Mysterious Dongba Script,” jointly hosted by the UNSRC Chinese Book Club and
the Beijing Association of Dongba Culture and Arts (ADCA) is one of the three livestreamed events

focusing on Chinese pictographs.

UN Chinese Language Day 2021 - Session 2 - Shared screen with speaker view

Dongba manuscript used in a ceremony

Photo by Zhang Xu Tayoulamu (1990)

A screenshot of the Dongba language class held virtually on April 20, 2021 to mark the United Nations'
Chinese Language Day 2021. [Photo provided to China.org.cn]

The Dongba script was developed and used by the Naxi people in China's Yunnan province. In
2003, UNESCO admitted the Naxi Dongba manuscripts into its Memory of the World Register.

The guest speakers briefed the audience about the history and present state of the Dongba script
and taught a few basic examples of the intricate writing system.
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"In ancient times, the Naxi people were a non-literate ethnic group who passed down their culture
through oral inheritance. But after the Naxi settled down, these industrious people made paper from
bark, pens from bamboo, and the ink from soot and then created a unique pictographic script based
on the many forms of nature,” said Zhang Xu, a Naxiologist and the head of the ADCA, a non-

governmental organization working to protect, research, and revive Dongba culture.

"The Dongba shamans left more than 20,000 volumes of Dongba manuscripts in their mysterious

pictographs, which are composed of approximately 1,400 individual characters," Zhang introduced.

However, many manuscripts were burned and very few Dongba shamans with a deep
understanding of the script remain. According to Zhang, the ADCA spent years collecting,

deciphering, and digitizing the remaining manuscripts scattered across the world.

Dongba Master Xi Aniu (1914-2009)
playing a traditional instrument to Zhang
Xu Tayoulamu in his home of Shangri-La,

and dancing with his son, Dongqi in the
Don eremony.

& Zhang Xu Tayoulamu (1999)

Zhang Xu, a Naxiologist and the head of the Beijing Association of Dongba Culture
and Arts (ADCA), a non-governmental organization working to protect, research,
and revive Dongba culture, introduces the history and present situation of the
Dongba script and ADCA's unremitting efforts to protect the knowledge of these
pictographs on April 20, 2021. [Photo provided to China.org.cn]

"Hidden behind the mysterious Dongba script are traces of the thoughts of the Naxi ancestors. This
kind of most primitive form of picture writing shines a light on and explores how human civilization

emerged and evolved," Zhang said.

Duncan Poupard, assistant professor at the Department of Translation of the Chinese University of
Hong Kong and whose research centers around the translation of Chinese minority texts,
specifically those of the Naxi minority, taught some Naxi language dialogue and showed the

audience examples of pictographs that can still be seen in Lijiang's Old Town, Yunnan province.

"If you enter from the main square of Lijiang, you will see a large multi-scriptural stone with Chinese,
English, and Naxi Dongba," the professor described. "l think examples like this show language
revitalization in action. The old Dongba shamans were dying out, but the pictographs are siill alive in

the town."
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In 2016, ADCA Research Team
was working with Dongba

Xi Shanghong, and audiovisual

recording the whole process of
deciphering of the Swedish

Museum’s Dongba manuscript
collections in Baidi village.

Zhang Xu, a Naxiologist and the head of the Beijing Association of Dongba Culture
and Arts (ADCA), a non-governmental organization working to protect, research,
and revive Dongba culture, introduces the history and present situation of the
Dongba script and ADCA's unremitting efforts to protect the knowledge of these
pictographs. [Photo provided to China.org.cn]

The lecture attracted over 100 participants with an interest in the ancient language of Dongba from
countries across the world.
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