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One of the last widely-used pictographic scripts in the
world, the written language of the Dongbs, an ethnic
minority in southwest China, is today all but lost ~ only 3
very few Chinese scholars and remaining Naxi are able to
read it. The digitization of Marvard-Yenching Library's
600-plus Naxi manuscripts is being shared with scholars
3 n China, who will 3dd transtations to the collection that
will preserve the record of the customs, religious

B practices, and dady kfe of the Nax people.

Enter the collection »

From the M. Lingza Scripture Series of the Naxi
Collection, M; )

« Return to Explore the Collactions page
= Retum to the Digital Collections homepage
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New ldeas of the Rescue Work
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STUDIA INSTITUTI ANTHROPOS
VOL.9

JOSEPH F. ROCK
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Described and translated from 'Na-khi manuscripts
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THE ‘ZHI 'MA FUNERAL CEREMONY
OF THE NA-KHI OF SOUTHWEST CHINA

10 the *Shiflo *Nv Ceres

nsed *dis b, The mammuipt from which thin

150U e he: Eibeiey of ‘Hurvurd Youctag Tuints of Combrtdge Mass-
dhussets.

Explanation of the symbols in the title:

The four lines on the top stand for the numeral four and have reference
1o the four faces = *lu "p'a of the mystic mountain Sumeru which the ‘Na-khi
call 'Ngyu-'na-shilo "Ngyu = the vast mountain of *Shiflo = gShen-rab(s).
The four circles indicate the four faces *p'a or sides of the mountain. The
mountain itself is always figured rising from several, usually three, terraces.
See NNCRC, p. 423, note 770. The symbol to the right is "nv and represents
the body of the deceased (sco SNL, p.5, note 1). The curved line indicates
the calling or redeeming action of the soul from the mountain.

Soul in ‘Na'khi is ‘0hi and is written with the symbols for '0 =
turquoise and *hi = moan or month, below the moon symbol is the numeral
seven = shir, its phonetic value is here borrowed for shir = to redeem.
unuseript is being chanted another dto-‘mba dhants:

"Mun 'Ghiigh 'wii or the Killing of the *Mup ‘Ghiigh
demons.

For translation of this manuseript see NNCRC, pp. 116~
120, also p. 122, note 94, The "Sesu 'gv manuscript is used
s there is mo book pecaliar to Zhi 'mi by that title. The “Muy ‘Ghiigh
demons are killed for it is feared that they will steal the clothes of the
deceased, the food offered, or that they may even close the road of the
decessed 10 the realm of the gods. The same objects are used as at the “Sw
ey m-..y When this book is chanted 3 raw egg is offered to the Muy
and 'Ghiigh demons on a live charcoal. Ms. no 1089 bears the above title
and is in the Library of Harvard-Yenching Institute.

After the dhanting of the above manuscript the sctasl Zhi 'mi ceremony
commences. All the hoh that now follow are peculiar to that ceremony.
The Iatter bogina with the chanting of *T'u 'yi %gkv.'shu %la when the de-
mudh---ul\di'h-’,l when the deceased is a woman.

Mmmﬁy&-m-numﬁuutm
sad & horse is offered.

¥ GEZHI MA" @ A
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